The Meaning of Liff

by
Dougl as Adans

AASLEAGH (n.)

A liqueur nmade only for drinking at the end of a revoltingly Iong bottle party
when all the drinkable drink has been drunk.

ABERBEEG (vb.)

Of ammteur actors, to adopt a Mexican accent when called upon to play any

vari ety of foreigner (except Pakistanis - fromwhoma Wel sh accent is considered
sufficient).

ABERCRAVE (vb.)

To strongly desire to swing fromthe pole on the rear footplate of a bus.

ABERYSTWYTH (n.)

A nostalgic yearning which is in itself nore pleasant than the thing being
yearned for.

ABI LENE (adj .)
Descriptive of the pleasing coolness on the reverse side of the pillow
ABI NGER (n.)

One who washes up everything except the frying pan, the cheese grater and the
saucepan whi ch the chocol ate sauce has been nade in.

ABOYNE (vb.)

To beat an expert at a gane of skill by playing so appallingly that none of his
clever tactics or strategies are of any use to him

ACLE (n.)

The rouge pin which shirtmakers conceal in the nost inprobable fold of a new
shirt. Its function is to stab you when you don the garnent.

ADLESTROP (n.)

That part of a suitcase which is designed to get snarled up on conveyor belts at
airports. Sone of the nore nodern adl estrop designs have a special 'quick

rel ease' feature which enables the case to flip open at this point and fling
your underclothes into the conveyor belt's gearing nmechani sm

ADRI GOLE (n.)

The centrepiece of a nerry-go-round on which the nman with the tickets stands
unnervingly still.

AFFCOT (n.)
The sort of fart you hope people will talk after.

AFFPUDDLE (n.)



A puddl e which is hidden under a pivoted paving stone. You only know it's there
when you step on the paving stone and the puddl e shoots up your | eg.

AGGLETHORPE (n.)

A di spute between two pooves in a boutique.

AHENNY (adj .)

The way people stand when exami ning ot her peopl e's bookshel ves.

Al GBURTH (n.)

Any piece of readily identifiable anatomy found anbngst cooked neat.

Al NDERBY QUERNHOW (n.)

One who continually benmpans the 'l oss' of the word 'gay’ to the English

| anguage, even though they had never used the word in any context at all unti
they started conplaining that they couldn't use it any nore.

Al NDERBY STEEPLE (n.)

One who asks you a question with the apparent notive of wanting to hear your
answer, but who cuts short your opening sentence by |eaning forward and saying
"and 1'Il tell you why | ask...' and then talking solidly for the next hour.

Al NSWORTH (n.)

The length of time it takes to get served in a canmera shop. Hence, also, how
long we will have to wait for the abolition of incone tax or the Second Coni ng

Al RD OF SLEAT (n. archaic)

Anci ent Scottish curse placed fromafar on the stretch of | and now occupi ded by
Heat hrow Airport.

Al TH (n.)

The single bristle that sticks out sideways on a cheap paintbrush.
ALBUQUERQUE (n.)

A shapel ess squiggle which is utterly unlike your normal signature, but which
is, nevertheless, all you are able to produce when asked formally to identify
yoursel f. Muslims, whose religion forbids the maki ng of graven images, use

al buquerques to decorate their towels, nenu cards and pyjanmas.

ALDCLUNE (n.)

One who collects ten-year-old tel ephone directories.

ALLTAM (n.)

The ancient art of being able to balance the hot and cold shower taps.

AMBLESI DE (n.)

A tal k given about the Facts of Life by a father to his son whilst walking in
the garden on a Sunday afternoon

AVERSHAM (n.)



The sneeze which tickles but never cones. (Thought to derive fromthe
Metropolitan Line tube station of the sane name where the rails always rattle
but the train never arrives.)

AMLWCH (n.)

A British Rail sandwi ch which has been kept soft by being regularly washed and
resealed in clingfilm

ARAGLI N (n. archaic)

A nedi eval practical joke played by young squires on a knight aspirant the
afternoon he is due to start his vigil. As the knight arrives at the castle the
squires attenpt to raise the drawbridge very suddenly as the knight and his
charger step on to it.

ARDCRONY (n.)

A renote acquai ntance passed off as 'a very good friend of mne' by soneone
trying to inpress people.

ARDSCALPSI E (n.)
Excuse made by rural Wl sh hairdresser for conpletely massacring your hair.
ARDSCULL (n.)

Excuse made by rural Welsh hairdresser for deep wounds inflicted on your scalp
in an attenpt to rectify whatever it was that induced the ardscal psie (qg.v.).

ARDSLI GNI SH (adj .)
Adj ective which describes the behaviour of Sellotape when you are tired.
ARTI CLAVE (n.)

A clever architectural construction designed to give the illusion fromthe top
deck of a bus that it is far too big for the road.

AYNHO (vb.)

O waiters, never to have a pen.

BABWORTH

Sonmet hing which justifies having a really good cry.
BALDOCK

The sharp prong on the top of a tree stunp where the tree has snapped off before
bei ng conpletely sawn through

BALLYCUVBER
One of the six half-read books |ying somewhere in your bed.
BANFF

Pertaining to, or descriptive of, that kind of facial expression which is
i npossi ble to achi eve except when having a passport photograph taken

BANTEER



A lusty and raucous old ballad sung after a particulary spectacular araglin
(q.v.) has been pulled off.

BARSTI BLEY

A hunorous device such as a china horse or small naked porcelain infant which
jocul ar hosts use of piss water into your Scotch with.

BAUGHURST

That kind of large fierce ugly wonan who owns a snall fierce ugly dog.
BAUMBER

A fitted elasticated bottom sheet which turns your mattress bananashaped.
BEALI NGS

The unsavoury parts of a npbat which a knight has to pour out of his arnmour after
being the victimof an araglin (q.v.). In nedieval Flanders, soup made from
bealins was a very slightly sought-after delicacy.

BEAULI EU HI LL

The optinmum vantage point from which one to view people undressing in the
bedroom across the street.

BECCLES

The smal| bone buttons placed in bacon sandw ches by unenpl oyed guerrilla
denti st.

BEDFONT
A lurching sensation in the pit of the stomach experienced at breakfast in a

hotel, occasioned by the realisation that it is about now that the chanmber-maid
wi |l have discovered the enbarrassing stain on your bottom sheet.

BELPER

A knob of soneone el se's chewi ng gum whi ch you unexpectedly find your hand
resting on under a deck's top, under the passenger seat of your car or on
sonmebody' s thigh under their skirt.

BENBURB

The sort of man who becones a returning officer.

BEREPPER

The irrevocable and sturdy fart released in the presence of royalty, which
sounds quite like a small notorbi ke passing by (but not enough to be confused
with one).

BERKHAMSTED

The nmassive three-course mdnorning bl owout enjoyed by a dieter who has al ready
done his or her slimng duty by having a teaspoonful of cottage cheese for

br eakf ast .

BERY POMEROY



1. The shape of a gournmet's lips. 2. The droplet of saliva which hangs from
t hem

Bl LBSTER

A pinple so hideous and enornous that you have to cover it with sticking plaster
and pretend you've cut yourself shaving.

Bl SHOP' S CAUNDLE

An opening ganbit before a gane of chess whereby the missing pieces are replaced
by smal|l ornanents fromthe nantel pi ece

BLEAN

Scientific neasure of lum nosity : 1 glinrer = 100,000 bl eans. Usherettes'
torches are designed to produce between 2.5 and 4 bl eans, enabling themto
assist you in falling downstairs, treading on people or putting your hand into a
Neapol i tan tub when reaching for change.

BLI THBURY

A | ook soneone gives you by which you become aware that they're nuch too drunk
to have understood anything you've said to themin the last twenty m nutes.

BLI TTERLESS

The little slivers of bamboo picked off a cane chair by a nervous guest which
litter the carpet beneath and tell the chair's owner that the whol e piece of
furniture is about to uncoil terribly and slowy until it resenbles a giant
penci | sharpening.

BODM N

The irrational and inevitable discrepancy between the anmount pool ed and the
anobunt needed when a |large group of people try to pay a bill together after a
meal .

BOLSOVER

One of those brown plastic trays with bunps on, placed upside down in boxes of
chocolates to nmake you think you're-getting two |ayers.

BONKLE

O plunmbing in old hotels, to make | oud and unexpl ai ned noises in the night,
particularly at about five o'clock in the norning.

BOOLTEENS

The smal| scatterings of foreign coins and half-p's which inhabit dressing

tabl es. Since they are never used and never thrown away boolteens account for a
significant drain on the world' s noney supply.

BOOTHBY GRAFFOE

1. The man in the pub who sl aps people on the back as if they were old friends,
when in fact he has no friends, largely on account of this habit. 2. Any story
told by Robert Mrley on chat shows.

BOSCASTLE

A huge pyramid of tin cans placed just inside the entrance to a supermarket.



BOSEMAN

One who spends all day | oafing about near pedestrian crossing looking as if he's
about to cross.

BOTCHERBY

The principle by which British roads are signposted.

BOTLEY

The prominent stain on a man's trouser crotch seen on his return fromthe

| avatory. A botley proper is caused by an accident with the push taps, and
shoul d not be confused with any stain caused by insufficient waggling of the
willy.

BOTCOLPHS

Huge beni gn tunours which archdeacons and old chem sty teachers affect to wear
on the sides of their noses.

BOTUSFLEM NG

A small, long-handl ed steel trowel used by surgeons to renmove the contents of a
patient's nostrils prior to a sinus operation

BRADFORD

A school teacher's old hairy jacket, now severely discoloured by chal k dust,
i nk, egg and the precipitations of unedifying chem cal reactions.

BRADWORTHY

One who is skilled in the art of nami ng | oaves.

BRECON

That part of the toenail which is designed to snag on nylon sheets.

BRI SBANE

A perfectly reasonabl e explanation (Such as the one offered by a person with a
gurgling cough which has nothing to do with the fact that they snoke fifty
cigarettes a day.)

BROATS

A pair of trousers with a career behind them Broats are npbst conmonly seen on
elderly retired arny officers. Originally the brats were part of their best suit
back in the thirties; then in the fifties they were demounted and used for
gardeni ng. Recently pensions not being what they were, the broats have been
called out of retirenment and reinstated as part of the best suit again.

BROVPTON

A bronton is that which is said to have been commtted when you are convi nced
you are about to blow off with a resounding trunpeting noise in a public place
and all that actually slips out is a tiny 'pfpt'.

BROVSGROVE



Any urban environment containing a snmall anpunt of dogturd and about forty-five
tons of bent steel pylon or a lunp of concrete with holes clainmng to be

scul pture. 'Ch, cone ny dear, and cone with nme. And wander 'neath the bronsgrove
tree' - Betjenmn

BROUGH SOWERBY

One who has been working at that same desk in the sane office for fifteen years
and has very much his own ideas about why he is continually passed over for
pronoti on.

BRUMBY

The fake antique plastic seal on a pretentious whisky bottle.

BRYMBO

The single unappetising bun left in a baker's shop after four p.m
BUDBY

A nipple clearly defined through flinmsy or wet materi al

BUDE A polite joke reserved for use in the presence of vicars.

BUL DOOO

a virulent red-col oured pus which generally acconpanies clonmult (q.v.) and
sandberge (g.v.)

BURBAGE

The sound nade by a liftful of people all trying to breathe politely through
their noses.

BURES

The scabs on knees and el bows forned by a conpul sion to nake | ove on cheap
Habitat floor-matting.

BURLESTON

That peculiarly tunel ess hunm ng and whistling adopted by people who are
extremely angry.

BURLI NGJOBB

A seventeenth-century crinme by which excrenent is thrown into the street froma
ground-fl oor w ndow.

BURNT YATES

Condition to which yates (qg.v.) wll suddenly pass w thout any apparent
interview ng period, after the spirit of the throckmorton (q.v.) has finally
been sunmmoned by incessant throcking (qg.v.)

BURSLEDON

The bluebottle one is too tired to get up and start, but not tired enough to
sl eep through.

BURTON COGGELES



A bunch of keys found in a drawer whose purpose has | ong been forgotten, and
whi ch can therefore now be used only for dropping down people's backs as a cure
for nose- bl eeds.

BURWASH
The pl easurabl e cool sloosh of puddle water over the toes of your gumnboots.
CAARNDUNCAN (n.)

The hi gh-pitched and insistent cry of the young femal e human urging one of its
peer group to do sonething dangerous on a cliff-edge or piece of toxic waste
ground.

CAl RNPAT (n.)

A large piece of dried dung found in nountainous terrain above the cowl ine which
| eads the experienced tracker to believe that hikers have recently passed.

CAMER (n.)
A m s-tossed caber.
CANNOCK CHASE (n.)

In any box of After Eight Mnts, there is always a | arge nunber of enpty

envel opes and no nore that four or five actual mnts. The cannock chase is the
process by which, no matter which part of the box often, you will always extract
nost of the enpty sachets before pinning down an actual mnot, or 'cannock'. The
cannock chase al so occurs with people who put their dead nmatches back in the

mat chbox, and then enbarrass thenselves at parties trying to |ight cigarettes
with tree quarters of an inch of charcoal. The termis also used to describe
futile attenpts to pursue unscrupul ous adverti si ng agenci es who nick your ideas
to sell chocol ates with.

CHENI ES (pl.n.)

The | ast few sprigs or tassels of last Christmas's decoration you notice on the
ceiling while lying on the sofa on an August afternoon

CHI CAGO (n.)
The foul -snelling wind which precedes an underground railway train.
CHI PPI NG ONGAR (n.)

The di sgust and enbarrassnent (or 'ongar') felt by an observer in the presence
of a person festooned with kirbies (g.v.) when they don't know them well enough
to tell themto wipe themoff, invariably this 'ongar' is acconpanied by an

i nvoluntary staccato twitching of the leg (or 'chipping')

CLABBY (adj.)

A 'cl abby' conversation is one stuck up by a comm ssionaire or cleaning lady in
order to avoid any further actual work. The opening ganbit is usually designed
to provoke the maxi mum confusion, and therefore the | ongest possible clabby
conversation. It is vitally inmportant to |earn the correct, or 'clixby' (q.v.),
responses to a clabby ganbit, and not to get trapped by a 'ditherington' (q.v.).
For instance, if confronted with a clabby ganbit such as "Oh, nr Smith, | didn't
know you' d had your leg off', the ditherington response is 'l haven't....
whereas the clixby is 'good.

CLACKAVOI D (n.)



Technical BBC term for a page of dialogue from Bl ake's Seven
CLACKMANNAN (n.)

The sound nade by knocki ng over an el ephant's-foot unbrella stand full of
wal ki ng sticks. Hence nanme for a particular kind of disco drumriff.

CLATHY (adj.)
Nervously indecisive about how safely to dispose of a dud Iightbulb.
CLENCHWARTON (n. archaic)

One who assists an exorci st by squeezing whi chever part of the possessed the
exorci st deens useful

CLI XBY (adj.)

Politely rude. Briskly vague. Firmy uninformative.

CLONMULT (n.)

A yel l ow ooze usually found near secretions of buldoo (g.v.) and sadberge (q.v.)
CLOVIS (qg.Vv.)

One who actually | ooks forward to putting up the Christmas decorations in the
of fice.

CLUN (n.)

A | eg which has gone to sleep and has to be haul ed around after you.
CLUNES (pl.n.)

Peopl e who just won't go.

CONDOVER (n.)

One who is enployed to stand about all day browsing through the magazi ne racks
in the newsagent.

CONG (n.)

Strange-shaped netal utensil found at the back of the saucepan cupboard. Many
authorities believe that congs provide conclusive proof of the existence of a
now extinct formof yell ow vegetable which the Victorians used to boi

mercil essly.

CORFE (n.)

An object which is alnpst totally indistinguishable froma newspaper, the one
crucial difference being tat it belongs to sonebody el se and i s unaccountably
much nore interesting that your own - which may otherw se appear to be in al
respects identical. Though it is a rule of life that a train or other public

pl ace may contain any nunber of corfes but only one newspaper, it is quite
possible to transform your own perfectly ordinary newspaper into a corfe by the
si mpl e expedient of letting sonmebody else read it.

CORFU (n.)



The dul |l est person you net during the course of your holiday. Al so the only one
who failed to understand that the exchangi ng of addresses at the end of a
holiday is nerely a social ritual and is absolutely not an invitation to phone
you up and turn up unannounced on your doorstep three nonths |ater.

CORRI EARKLET (n.)

The nonent at which two peopl e approaching from opposite ends of a |ong
passageway, recogni se each other and inmediately pretend they haven't. This is
to avoid the ghastly enmbarrassnent of having to continue recognising each other
the whole length of the corridor.

CORRI ECRAVI E (n.)

To avert the horrors of corrievorrie (q.v.) corriecravie is usually enpl oyed.
This is the cowardly but highly skilled process by which both protagonists
continue to approach while keeping up the pretence that they haven't noticed
each other - by staring furiously at their feet, grimacing into a notebook, or
studying the walls closely as if in a nmbod of deep irritation

CORRI EDOO (n.)

The crucial nonent of false recognition in a | ong passageway encounter. Though
both people are perfectly well aware that the other is approaching, they nust
eventual |y pretend sudden recognition. They now |l ook up with a glassy smle, as
i f having spotted each other for the first tinme, (and are particularly delighted
to have done so) shouting out 'Haaaaaallllloooo!' as if to say 'Good grief!!
You!! Here!! O all people! WII | never. Coo. Stab ne vitals, etc.

CORRI EMOI LLI E (n.)

The dreadful sinking sensation in a |ong passageway encounter when both
protagoni sts i medi ately realise they have plunped for the corriedoo (q.v.) nuch
too early as they are still a good thirty yards apart. They were enbarrassed by
the pretence of corriecravie (g.v.) and deci ded to nmake use of the corriedoo
because they felt silly. This was a nmistake as corrievorrie (qg.v.) wll make
them seem far sillier.

CORRI EVORRI E (n.)

Corridor etiquette demands that one a corriedoo (q.v.) has been decl ared,
corrievorrie must be enployed. Both protagonists nust now enbellish their
approach with an enbarrassi ng combi nati on of waving, grinning, neking idiot
faces, doing pirate inpressions, and waggling the head fromside to side while
hol ding the other person's eyes as the smle drips off their face, until with
great relief, they pass each other

CORRI EMUCHLOCH (n.)

Word describing the kind of person who can nmake a conplete nmess of a sinple job
i ke wal ki ng down a corridor.

CORSTORPHI NE (n. )

A very short perenptory service held in nonasteries prior to teatine to offer
thanks for the benediction of digestive biscuits.

COTTERSTOCK (n.)

A piece of wood used to stir paint and thereafter stored uselessly in a shed in
perpetuity.

CRAIL (n. mneral)



Crail is a common kind of rock or gravel found w dely across the British Isles.
Each individual stone (due to an as yet undiscovered gravitational property) is
charged with 'negative buoyancy'. This neans that no matter how nuch crail you

remove fromthe garden, nore of it will rise to the surface. Crail is nuch

enpl oyed by the Royal Navy for making the paperwei ghts and ashtrays used inside
submari nes.

CRANLEI GH (n.)

A mood of irrational irritation with everyone and everyt hing.

CROVARTY (n.)

The brittle sludge which clings to the top of ketchup bottles and plastic
tomatoes in nasty cafes.

CURRY MALLET (n.)

A | arge wooden or rubber cub which poachers use to despatch cats or other gane
which they can only sell to Indian resturants. For particulary small cats the
price obtainable is not worth the cost of expendi ng ammunition.

DALRYMPLE (n.)

Dal arynpl es are the things you pay extra for on pieces of hand-nade craftwork -
the rough edges, the paint smudges and the holes in the glazing.

DAMNAGLAUR (n.)

A certain facial expression which actors are required to denonstrate their
mastery of before they are allowed to play MacBeth.

DARENTH (n.)

Measure = 0.0000176 ng. Defined as that ampunt of margarine capable of covering
one hundred slices of bread to the depth of one nolecule. This is the |ega

maxi mum al | owed in sandwi ch bars in G eater London

DEAL (n.)

The gunmy substance found between danp toes.

DEEPI NG ST NI CHCOLAS (n.)

VWhat street-w se kids do at Christmas. They hide on the rooftops waiting for
Santa Claus so that if he arrives and goes down the chimey, they can rip stuff
off fromhis sleigh

DES MO NES (pl.n.)

The two little lines which cone down from your nose

DETCHANT (n.)

That part of a hym (usually a few notes at the end of a verse) where the tune
goes so high or |low that you suddenly have to change octaves to acconmpdate it.

DETCHANT (n.)
(OF the hands or feet.) Prunelike after an overl ong bath.

DI DCOT (n.)



The tiny oddly-shaped bit of card which a ticket inspector cuts out of a ticket
with his clipper for no apparent reason. It is a little-known fact that the
confetti at Princess Margaret's weddi ng was nade up of thousands of didcots
coll ected by inspectors on the Royal Train. DIDLING (participial vb.)

The process of trying to work out who did it when readi ng a whodunnit, and

trying to keep your options open so that when you find out you can all ow
yourself to think that you knew perfectly well who it was all al ong.

DI LLYTOP (n.)

The kind of bath plug which for sone unaccountable reason is actually designed
to sit on top of the hole rather than fit into it.

Dl BBLE (vb.)
To try to renpve a sticky something fromone hand with the other, thus causing

it to get stuck to the other hand and eventually to anything else you try to
renpve it wth.

DI THERI NGTON ( n)

Sudden access to pani c experienced by one who realises that he is being drawn

i nexorably into a clabby (q.v.) conversion, i.e. one he has no hope of enjoying,
benefiting from or understandi ng.

DI TTI SHAM (n.)

Any nusic you hear on the radio to which you have to listen very carefully to
determ ne whether it is an advertising jingle or a bona fide record.

DOBWALLS (pl.n.)

The now hard-boiled bits of nastiness which have to be prised off crockery by
hand after it has been through a di shwasher.

DOBWALLS (pl.n.)

The now hard-boiled bits of nastiness which have to be prised off crockery by
hand after it has been through a di shwasher.

DOCKERY (n.)

Faceti ous behavi our adopted by an accused nman in the m staken belief that this
will endear himto the judge.

DOGDYKE (vb. )

Of dog-owners, to adopt the absurd pretence that the aninmal shitting in the
gutter is nothing to do with them

DOLEGELLAU (n.)

The clunp, or cluster, of bored, quietly enraged, mldly enbarrassed nen waiting
for their wives to cone out of a changing roomin a dress shop

DORCHESTER (n.)

A throaty cough by soneone else so tined as to obscure the crucial part of the
rather anusing remark you've just nade.

DORRI DGE (n. )



Technical termfor one of the | ane excuses witten in very small print on the

si de of packets of food or washing powder to explain why there's hardly anything
i nside. Exanples include 'Contents may have settled in transit' and ' To keep
each biscuit fresh they have been individually wapped in silver paper and
cel | ophane and separated with corrugated lining, a cardboard flap, and heavy

i ndustrial tyres'

DRAFFAN (n.)

An infuriating person who always manages to | ook nmuch nore dashing that anyone
el se by turning up unshaven and hangover at a formal party.

DREBLEY (n.)

Nane for a shop which is supposed to be witty but is in fact wearisone, e.g.
' The Frock Exchange', 'Hair Apparent', etc.

DRO TW CH (n.)

A street dance. The two partners approach from opposite directions and try
politely to get out of each other's way. They step to the left, step to the
right, apologise, step to the |eft again, apologise again, bunp into each other
and repeat as often as unnecessary.

DUBUQUE (n.)

A | ook given by a superior person to soneone who has arrived wearing the wong
sort of shoes.

DUDQOO (n.)
The nost defornmed potato in any given collection of potatoes.
DUGGLEBY (n.)

The person in front of you in the supermarket queue who has just unl oaded a
bulging trolley on to the conveyor belt and is nowin the process of trying to
wor k out which pocket they left their cheque book in, and indeed which pair of
trousers.

DULEEK (n.)

Sudden realisation, as you lie in bed waiting for the alarmto go off, that it
shoul d have gone off an hour ago.

DULUTH (adj .)
The snell of a taxi out of which people have just got.

DUNBAR (n.) A highly specialised fiscal termused solely by turnstile operatives
at Regnet's Part zoo. It refers to the variable anobunt of increase in the

vari abl e gate takings on a Sunday afternoon, caused by persons going to the zoo
because they are in |ove and believe that the feeling of romance will be sonehow
enhanced by the snell of panther sweat and rank incontinence in the reptile
house.

DUNBOYNE (n.)

The nonent of realisation that the train you have just patiently watched pulling
out of the station was the one you were neant to be on

DUNCRAGGON (. )



The nane of Charles Bronson's retirenment cottage
DUNGENESS (n.)

The uneasy feeling that the plastic handles of the overl oaded supernarket
carrier bag you are carrying are getting steadily |onger.

DUNTI SH (adj .)

Mental ly incapacitated by severe hangover.

EAST W TTERI NG (n.)

The sane as west wittering (g.v.) only it's you they've trying to get away from
EDGBASTON (n.)

The spare seat-cushion carried by a London bus, which is placed against the rear
bunper when the driver wi shes to indicate that the bus has broken down. No one
knows how this charmng old customoriginated or how long it will continue.

ELY (n.)

The first, tiniest inkling you get that sonething, somewhere, has gone terribly
wWr ong.

EMSWORTH (n.)

Measure of tinme and noi sel essness defined as the nobnent between the doors of a
lift closing and it beginning to nove.

EPPI NG (participial vb.)

The futile novenments of forefingers and eyebrows used when failing to attract
the attention of waiters and barnen.

EPSOM (n.)

An entry in a diary (such as a date or a set of initials) or a name and address
in your address book, which you haven't the faintest idea what it's doing there.

EPWORTH (n.)

The precise value of the usefulness of epping (qg.v.) it is a little-known fact
than an earlier draft of the final Iine of the film Gone with the Wnd had Cl ark
Gabl e saying 'Frankly ny dear, i don't give an epworth', the |line being

eventual |y changed on the grounds that it m ght not be understood in Cl evel and.
ERI BOLL (n.)

A brown bubbl e of cheese containing gaseous matter which grows on welsh rarebit.
It was Sir Al exander Flemming's study of eribolls which led, indirectly, to his
di scovery of the fact that he didn't like welsh rarebit very nuch.

ESHER (n.)

One of those push tapes installed in public washroons enabling the user to wash
their trousers without actually getting into the basin. The npst powerful esher
of recent years was 'danped down' by Red Adair after an incredible sixty-eight
days' fight in Manchester's Piccadilly Station

EVERSCREECH (n.)



The | ook given by a group of polite, angry people to a rude, cal m queue-barger
EVELME (n.)

The smile bestowed on you by an air hostess.

EXETER (n.)

Al'l 1ight household and el ectrical goods contain a nunber of vital conponents
plus at |east one exeter. If you' ve just nended a fuse, changed a bulb or fixed
a blender, the exeter is the small, flat or round plastic or bakelite piece |eft

over which nmeans you have to undo everything and start all over again.
FAl RYMOUNT (vb.n.)

Polite word for buggery.

FARDUCKMANTON (n. archai c)

An ancient edict, nmysteriously omtted fromthe Donesday Book, requiring that
the feeding of fow on village ponds should be carried out equitably.

FARNHAM (n.)

The feeling you get about four o'clock in the afternoon when you haven't got
enough done.

FARRANCASSI DY (n.)
A long and ultimately unsuccessful attenpt to undo soneone's bra.

FEAKLE (vb.) To nmeke facial expressions simlar to those that old gentlenen make
to young girls in the playground.

FI NUGE (vb.)

In any division of foodstuffs equally between several people, to give yourself
the extra slice left over.

FI UNARY (n.)

The safe place you put sonething and then forget where it was.

FLI MBY (n.)

One of those irritating handl e-1ess slippery translucent plastic bags you get in
supermar kets which, no matter how you hold them always contrive to |et
something fall out.

FLODI GARRY (n. Scots)

An ankl e-1 ength gabardine or oilskin tarpaulin worn by deep-sea herring
fishernen in Arbroath and publicans in G asgow.

FOI NDLE (vb.)

To queue-junp very discreetly by working one's way up the |ine w thout being
spotted doing so.

FORSI NAI'N (n. archaic)

The right of the lord of the manor to nolest dwarves on their birthdays.



FOVANT (n.)

A taxi driver's gesture, a raised hand pointed out of the wi ndow which purports
to nmean 'thank you' and actually neans 'fuck off out of the way'.

FRADDAM (n.)

The smal | awkwar d-shaped piece of cheese which renmains after grating a |arge
regul ar-shaped pi ece of cheese and enables you to cut your fingers.

FRAMLI NGHAM (n.)

A kind of burglar alarmusage. It is cunningly designed so that it can ring at
full volunme in the street wi thout apparently disturbing anyone. O her types of
fram ingans are burglar alarns fitted to business premises in residential areas,
which go off as a matter of regular routine at 5.31 p.m on a Friday evening and
do not get turned off til 9.20 a.m on Mnday norning

FRANT (n.)

Measure. The |egal m ninum di stance between two trains on the District and
Circle line of the London Underground. A frant, which nust be not |ess than 122
chains (or 8 |l eagues) long, is not connected in any way with the adjective
"frantic' which comes to us by a conpletely different route (as indeed do the
trains).

FRATI NG GREEN (adj .)

The shade of green which is supposed to make you feel confortable in hospitals,
i ndustrious in schools and uneasy in police stations.

FRIMLEY (n.)

Exagger ated carefree saunter adopted by Norman W sdom as an i nmedi ate prelude to
droppi ng down an open nanhol e.

FRING (n.)

The noi se nade by light bulb which has just shone its |ast.

FROLESWORTH (n.)

Measure. The minimumtine it is necessary to spend frowning in deep
concentration at each picture in an art gallery in order that everyone el se
doesn't think you've a conpl ete noron.

FROSSES (pl.n.)

The | echerous | ooks exchanged between si xteen-year-olds at a party given by
soneone' s parents.

FULKI NG (participial vb.)
Pretending not to be in when the carol-singers cone round.

GALASHI ELS (pl.n.)

A formof particularly |long sparse sideburns which are part of the mandatory
uni form of British Rail guards.

GALLI POLI (adj.)



O the behaviour of a bottomlip trying to spit mouthwash after an injection at
the dentist. Hence, |oose, floppy, useless. 'She went suddenly Gallipoli in his
arms' - Noel Coward.

GANGES (n. rare : colonial |ndian)

Leg-rash contracted from playing too much polo. (It is a little-known fact that
Prince Charles is troubled by ganges down the inside of his arns.)

GASTARD (n.)

Useful specially newcoined word for an illegitimate child (in order to
distinguish it from soneone who nerely carves you up on the notorway, etc.)

G LDERSOME (adj.) Descriptive of a joke sonmeone tells you which starts well, but
whi ch becones so enbellished in the telling that you start to weary of it after
scarcely half an hour.

G PPING (participial vb.)

The fish-1ike opening and closing of the jaws seen anpbngst people who have
recently been to the dentist and are puzzled as to whether their teeth have been
put back the right way up.

GLASGOW (n.)

The feeling of infinite sadness engendered when wal ki ng through a place filled
wi th happy people fifteen years younger than yourself.

GLASSEL (n.)

A seasi de pebble which was shiny and interesting when wet, and which is now a
lump of rock, which children nevertheless insist on filing their suitcases with
after the holiday.

GLAZELEY (adj.)

The state of a barrister's flat greasy hair after wearing a wig all day.

GLEMENUI LT (n.)

The kind of guilt which you' d conpletely forgotten about which comes roaring
back on discovering an old letter in a cupboard.

GLENTAGGART (n.)

A particular kind of tartan hold-all, made exclusive under licence for British
Ai rways. When waiting to collect your luggage froman airport conveyor belt, you
will notice that on the next conveyor belt a solitary bag is going round and

round uncol lected. This is a glentaggart, which has been placed there by the
baggage- handling staff to take your nind off the fact that your own |uggage wll
shortly be |l anding in Mirmansk.

GLENTIES (pl.n.)

Series of snmall steps by which soneone who has made a serious tactical error in

a conversion or argunent nmoves from conpl ete di sagreenent to whol ehearted
agr eenent .

GLENVHI LLY (n. Scots)

A small tartan pouch worn beneath the kilt during the thistle-harvest.



GLINSK (n.)

A hat which politicians but to go to Russia in.

GLORORUM (n.)

One who takes pleasure in informng others about their bowel novenents.
GLOSSOP (n.)

A rouge bl ob of food. G ossops, which are generally stream ng hot and highly
adhesive invariably fall off your spoon and on to the surface of your host's
hi ghly polished antique-rosewdod dining table. If this has not, or may not have,
been noticed by the conpany present, swanage (q.v.) nmy be enpl oyed.

GLUTT LODGE (n.)

The pl ace where food can be stored after having a tooth extracted. Sone Arabs
can go w thout sustenance for up to six weeks on a full glutt | odge, hence the
expression 'the shit of the dessert'.

GLOADBY MARWOOD (n.)

Soneone who stops Jon Cleese on the street and demands that he does a funny
wal K.

GODALM NG (n.)

Wonderful rush of relief on discovering that the ely (g.v.) and the wenbl ey
(g.v.) were in fact fal se al arns.

GOLANT (adj .)

Bl ank, sly and faintly enbarrassed. Pertaining to the expression seen on the
face of sonmeone who has clearly forgotten your nane.

GOOLE (n.)

The puddl e on the bar into which the barman puts your change.
GOOSECRUI VES (pl. n. archaic)

A pair of wooden trousers worn by poultry-keepers in the Mddle Ages.
GOOSNARGH (n.)

Sonething left over frompreparing or eating a neal, which you store in the
fridge despite the fact that you know full well you will never ever use it.

GREAT TOSSON (n.)
A fat book containing four words and six cartoons which cost £6.95.
GREAT WAKERI NG (participial vb.)

Pani ¢ which sets in when you badly need to go to the lavatory and cannot nake up
your m nd about what book or nagazine to take with you.

GREELEY (n.)
Sonmeone who continually annoys you by continually apol ogi sing for annoyi ng you

GRETNA GREEN (adj.)



A shade of green which cartoon characters dangle over the edge of a cliff.
GRI MVET (n.)
A smal |l bush from which cartoon characters dangle over the edge of a cliff.
GRI MSBY (n.)

A lunp of sonething gristly and foultasting concealed in a nmouthful of stew or
pie. Ginsbies are sometimes nerely the result of carel ess cookery, but nore
often they are placed there deliberately by Freemasons. Gi nbies can be
purchased in bulk fromany respectabl e Masoni ¢ butcher on giving himthe secret
Masoni ¢ handbag. One is then placed correct nasonic nethod of dealing with it.
If the guest is not a Mason, the host may find it entertaining to watch how he
handl es the obnoxi ous object. It may be (a) manfully swall owed, invariably
bringing tears to the eyes. (b) chewed with resolution for up to twenty m nutes
before eventually resorting to nmethod (a) (c) choked on fatally. The Masonic
handshake is easily recogni sed by another Mason incidentally, for by it a used
grinsby is passed fromhand to hand. The secret Masonic nmethod for dealing with
a grinsby is as follows : renove it carefully with the silver tongs provided,
using the left hand. Cross the roomto your host, hopping on one |leg, and ram
the grinmsby firmly up his nose, shouting, 'Take that, you smug Masoni ¢ bastard.

GRI NSTEAD (n.)

The state of a lady's clothing after she has been to powder her nose and has
hitched up her tights over her skirt at the back, thus exposing her bottom and
has wal ked out without noticing it.

GUERNSEY (adj .)

Queasy but unmbowed. The kind of feeling one gets when discovering a plastic
conpartnment in a fridge in which thing are grow ng.

GWEEK (n.)
A coat hanger recycled as a car aeri al
HADZOR (n.)

A sharp instrunent placed in the washing-up bowl which nmakes it easier to cut
yoursel f.

HAGNABY (n.)

Soneone who | ooked a | ot nore attractive in the disco than they do in your bed
t he next norning.

HALCRO (n.)

An adhesive fibrous cloth used to hold babies' clothes together. Thousands of
tiny pieces of jam ' hook' on to thousands of tiny-pieces of dribble, enabling
the cloth to become 'sticky'.

HALI FAX (n.)

The green synthetic astroturf on which greengrocers display their vegetabl es.

HAVBLEDON (n.)



The sound of a single-engine aircraft flying by, heard whilst lying in a sumer
field in England, which somehow concentrates the silence and sense of space and
ti mel essness and | eaves one with a profound feeling of sonmething or other.
HAPPLE (vb.)

To annoy people by finishing their sentences for themand then telling them what
they really neant to say.

HARBLEDOWN (vb. )

To manoeuvre a double mattress down a wi nding staircase.
HARBOTTLE (n.)

A particular kind of fly which Iives inside double glazing.
HARPENDEN (n.)

The coda to a phone conversion, consisting of about eight exchanges, by which
people try gracefully to get off the line.

HASELBURY PLUCKNETT (n.)

A nechani cal device for cleaning conbs invented during the industrial revolution
at the same tine as Arkwight's Spinning Jenny, but which didn't catch on in the
sane way.

HASSOP (n.)

The pocket down the back of an arnthair used for storing two-shilling bits and
pi eces of Lego.

HASTI NGS (pl.n.)

Things said on the spur of the noment to explain to someone who cones into a
room unexpectedly precisely what it is you are doing.

HATHERSAGE (n.)

The tiny snippets of beard which coat the inside of a washbasin after shaving in
it.

HAUGHAM (n. )

One who loudly inforns other diners in a restaurant what kind of man he is by
calling for the chef by his christian nane fromthe | obby.

HAXBY (n.)

Any garden inplenment found in a potating shed whose exact purpose is unclear.
HEATON PUNCHARDON (n.) A violent argunent which breaks out in the car on the way
home froma party between a couple who have had to be polite to each other in
conpany all eveni ng.

HENSTRI DGE (n.)

The dried yell ow substance found between the prongs of forks in restaurants.

HERSTMONCEUX (. )



The correct nane for the gold nmedallion worn by soneone who is in the habit of
wearing their shirt open to the waist.

HEVER (n.)
The pani c caused by hal f-hearing Tannoy in an airport.
HI BBI NG (n.)

The marks left on the outside breast pocket of a storekeeper's overall where he
has put away his pen and m ssed.

HI CKLI NG (participial vb.)

The practice of infuriating teatregoers by not only arriving late to a centre-
row seat, but also loudly apologising to and patting each nenber of the audience
in turn.

HI DCOTE BARTRAM (n.)

To be caught in a hidcote bartramis to say a series of protracted and fina
goodbyes to a group of people, |eave the house and then realise you' ve left your
hat behi nd.

H GH LI MERI GG (n.)

The topnost tread of a staircase which di sappears when you've clinmbing the
stairs in the darkness.

H GH OFFLEY (n.)
Gossnargh (q.v.) three weeks | ater.
HOBBS CROSS (n.)

The awkward | eapi ng manoeuvre a girl has to go through in bed in order to nake
him sl eep on the wet patch

HODDLESDEN (n. )

An '"injured footballer's linb back into the ganme which draws appl ause but
doesn't fool anybody.

HODNET (n.)

The wooden safety platform supported by scaffol ding round a buil di ng under
construction fromwhich the builders (at alnbst no personal risk) can drop

pi eces of cenent on passers-by.

HOFF (vb.)

To deny indignantly something which is pal pably true.

HOGGESTON (n.)

The action of overshaking a pair of dice in a cup in the mstaken belief that
this will affect the eventual outcone in your favour and not irritate everyone
el se.

HORTON- CUM STUDLEY (n.)

The conbination of little helpful grunts, nodding novenents of the head,
considerate smiles, upward frowns and serious pauses that a group of people join



in making in trying to elicit the next pronouncenment of sonebody with a dreadfu
stutter.

HOVE (adj .)

Descriptive of the expression seen on the face of one person in the presence of
another who clearly isn't going to stop talking for a very long tine.

HOYLAKE (n.)

The pool of edible gravy which surrounds an inedible and disgusting |lunp of neat
- eaten to give the inpression that the person is 'just not very hungry, but mm
this is delicious'. Cf. Peaslake - a simlar experience had by vegetari ans.

HUBY (n.)

A hal f-erection | arge enough to be a publicly enbarrassing bulge in the
trousers, not |arge enough to be of any use to anybody.

HUCKNALL (vb.)

To crouch upwards: as in the novenent of a seated person's feet and | egs nade in
order to allow a cl eaner's hoover to pass beneath them

HULL (adj.)
Descriptive of the snell of a weekend cottage

HUMBER (vb.)

To nove |ike the cheeks of a very fat person as their car goes over a cattle
grid.

HUMBY (n.)

An erection which won't go down when a gentleman has to go for a pee in the
m ddl e of meking | ove to someone.

HUNA (n.)
The result of conmng to the wong deci sion
HUNSI NGORE (n.)

Medi eval cerenonial brass horn with which the successful execution of an araglin
(g.v.) is trunpeted fromthe castle battlenments.

HUTLERBURN ( n. ar chai c)

A burn sustained as a result of the behaviour of a clunsy hutler. (The precise
duties of hutlers are nowlost in the mists of history.)

HUTTOFT (n.)

The fibrous al gae which grows in the dark, mpist environnent of trouser turn-
ups.

| BSTOCK (n.)

Anything used to make a noise on a corrugated iron wall or clinker-built fence
by dragging it along the surface while walking past it. 'M Bennett thoughtfully
sel ected a stout ibstock and left the house.' - Jane Austen, Pride and
Prejudice, I1.



I PING (participial vb.)

The increasingly anxious shifting fromleg to | eg you go through when you are
desperate to go to the lavatory and the person you are talking to keeps on
remenbering a few final things he want to nention.

I PSWCH (n.)

The sound at the other end of the tel ephone which tells you that the automatic
exchange is working very hard but is intending not actually to connect you this
time, nerely to let you know how difficult it is.

JARROW ( adj .)

An agricultural device which, when towed behind a tractor, enables the farmer to
spread his dung evenly across the wi dth of the road.

JAWCRAI G (n. nedical)
A massive facial spasmwhich is brought on by being told a really astounding

pi ece of news. A nysterious attack of jawcraig affected 40,000 sheep in Whal es
in 1952.

JURBY (n.)

A | oose wool |l en garnent reaching to the knees and with three or nore arnhol es,
knitted by the wearer's well- neaning but inconpetent aunt.

KALAM (n.)

The ancient Eastern art of being able to fold road-nmaps properly.

KANTURK (n.)

An extrenely intricate knot originally used for belaying the topgall ant
foresheets of a gaff-rigged China clipper, and now nore conmonly observed when
trying to get an old kite out of the cupboard under the stairs.

KEELE (adj.)

The horrible snell caused by washi ng ashtrays.

KELLI NG (participial vb.)

A person searching for sonething, who has reached the futile stage of re-I|ooking
in all the places they have | ooked once already, is said to be kelling.

KENT (adj.)

Politely determined not to help despite a violent urge to the contrary. Kent
expressions are seen on the faces of people who are good at sonething watching
someone el se who can't do it at all

KENTUCKEY (adv.)

Fitting exactly and satisfyingly. The cardboard box that slides neatly into an
exact space in a garage, or the |last book which exactly fills a bookshelf, is
said to fit 'real nice and kentuckey'.

KERRY (n.)

The small tw st of skin which separated each sausage on a string.



KETTERI NG (n.) The marks |left on your bottom or thighs after sunbathing on a
wi ckerwor k chair.

KETTLENESS (ad;j .)

The quality of not being able to pee while being watched.

KI BBLESWORTH (n.)

The footling anbunt of noney by which the price of a given article in a shop is

|l ess than a sensible nunber, in a vain hope that at least one idiot will think
it cheap. For instance, the kibblesworth on a pair of shoes priced at £19.99 is

1p.
KI MVERI DGE (n.)

The |ight breeze which blows through your arnpit hair when you are stretched out
sunbat hi ng.

KI NGSTON BAGPUI SE (n.)
A forty-year-old sixteen-stone nan trying to commt suicide by jogging.
KIRBY (n.)

Smal | but repul sive piece of food promnently attached to a person's face or
clothing. See also CH PPI NG ONGAR.

KI RBY M SPERTON (n.)

One who kindly attenpts to w pe an apparent kirby (q.v.) off another's face with
a napkin, and then discovers it to be a wart or other permanent fixture, is said
to have conmitted a 'kirby nisperton'

KI TMURVY (n.)

Man who owns all the |atest sporting gadgetry and clothing (gold trolley, tee
cosies, ventilated shoes, Gary Player- autographed tracksuit top, Anerican navy
cap, mrror sunglasses) but is still only on his second gold | esson

KNOPTOFT (n.)

The nysterious fluff placed in your pockets by dry-cleaning firnms.

KURDI STAN (n.)

Hard stare given by a husband to his wi fe when he notices a sharp increase in
the nunber of tinmes he answers the phone to be told, 'Sorry, wong nunber.

LAMLASH (n.)
The folder on hotel dressing-tables full of astoundingly dull information
LARGOMARD (n.)

Mot orists' nane for the kind of pedestrian who stands beside a nmain road and
waves on the traffic, as if it's their right of way.

LE TOUQUET (n.)



A nere nothing, an unconsidered trifle, a negligible ambunt. Un touquet is often
defined as the difference between the cost of a bottle of gin bought in an off-
licence and one bought in a duty-free shop

LIFF (n.)

A book, the contents of which are totally belied by its cover. For instance, any
book the dust jacket of which bears the words. 'This book w Il change your

life'.

LI MERI GG (vb.)

To jar one's leg as the result of the disappearance of a stair which isn't there
in the darkness.

LI NDI SFARNE (adj .)
Descriptive of the pleasant snell of an enpty biscuit tin.
LI STONEL (n.)

The snmal|l nmat on the bar designed to be nore absorbent than the bar, but not as
absorbent as your el bows.

LI TTLE URSW CK (n.)

The menber of any class who npbst inclines a teacher towards the view that
capi tal punishnent should be introduced in schools.

LLANELLI (adj.)

Descriptive of the waggling novenment of a person's hands when shaki ng water from
themor warmng up for a piece of workshop theatre.

LOCHRANZA (n.)

The | ong unacconplished wail in the mddle of a Scottish folk song where the
pi pes nip around the corner for a couple of drinks.

LONGNI DDRY (n.)
A dropl et which persists in running out of your nose.
LGOSSI EMOUTH (n.)

One of those middl e-aged |adies with just a hint of a |uxuriant handl ebar
nmoust ache.

LOUTH (n.)

The sort of nman who wears |oud check jackets, has a personalised tankard behind
the bar and al ways gets served before you do.

LOW ARDVELL (n.)
Seductive remark nmade hopefully in the back of a taxi.

LOW EGGBOROUGH (n.)

A quiet little unregarded man in glasses who is building a new kind of atomc
bomb in his garden shed

LOWER PEOVER (n.)



Common sol ution to the problems of a hunby (q.v.)
LOVESTOFT (n.)

(a) The balls of wool which collect on nice new sweaters. (b) The correct nane
for 'navel fluff'.

LOATHER (vb.)

(O a large group of people who have been to the cinema together.) To stand

ai m essly about on the pavenent and argue about whatever to go and eat either a
Chi nese neal nearby or an Indian neal at a restaurant which sonebody says is
very good but isn't certain where it is, or have a drink and think about it, or
just go home, or have a Chinese neal nearby - until by the tine agreenent is
reached everything is shut.

LUBCROY (n.)

The telltale little lunmp in the top of your swinmm ng trunks which tells you you
are going to have to spend half an hour with a safety pin trying to pull the
drawstring out again.

LUDLOW (n.)

A wad of newspaper, folded tablenapkin or lunmp of cardboard put under a wobbly
table or chair to nmake it stand-up straight. It is perhaps not wi dely known that

air-ace Sir Dougl as Bader used to get about on an enornous pair of |udlows
before he had his artificial legs fitted.

LUFFENHAM (n.)

Feeling you get when the pubs aren't going to be open for another fortyfive
m nutes and the luffness in beginning to wear a bit thin.

LUFFNESS (n.)

Hearty feeling that cones from wal king on the nbors with gunboots and cold ears.
LULWORTH (n.)

Measure of conversation. A lulworth defines the ampunt of the length, |oudness
and enbarrassnent of a statenment you nake when everyone else in the room
unaccountably stops talking at the sanme tine.

LUPPI TT (n.)

The piece of |eather which hangs off the bottom of your shoe before you can be
bothered to get it nended.

LUSBY (n.)

The fold of flesh pushing forward over the top of a bra which is too small for
the lady inside it.

LUTON (n.)
The horseshoe-shaped rug which goes around a |l avatory seat.
LYBSTER (n., vb.)

The artificial chuckle in the voice-over at the end of a supposedly funny
tel evi si on comerci al



LYDlI ARD TREGOZE (n.)

The opposite of a mavis enderby (q.v.) An unrequited early love of your life who
still causes terrible pangs though she inexplicably married a tel ephone

engi neer.

MAARUI G (n.)

The i nexpressible horror experienced on wal king up in the norning and
remembering that you are Andy Stewart.

MAENTWROG (n. Wel sh)

The hei ght by which the top of a wave exceeds the heigh to which you have rolled
up your trousers.

MALI BU (n.)

The height by which the top of a wave exceeds the height to which you have
rolled up your trousers.

MANKI NHOLES (pl . n.)

The small holes in a |oaf of bread which give rise to the nonentary suspicion
that sonmething may have nmade its hone within

MAPLEDURHAM (n.)

A hi deous piece of chipboard veneer furniture bought in a suburban high street
furniture store and designed to hold exactly a year's supply of Sunday col our

suppl ement s

MARGATE (n.)

A margate is a particular kind of conm ssionaire who sees you every day and is
on cheerful Christian-name terns with you, then one day refuses to let you in

because you've forgotten your identify card

MARKET DEEPI NG (participial vb.)

Stealing one piece of fruit froma street fruit-and- vegetable stall.

MARLOW (n.)

The bottom drawer in the kitchen your nother keeps her paper bags in.

MARYTAVY (n.)

A person to whom under dire injunctions of silence, you tell a secret which you
wish to be fare nore wi dely known.

MASSACHUSETTS (pl . n.)

Those itens and particles which people who, after blowi ng their noses, are
searching for when they | ook into their hankies.

MATCHI NG GREEN (adj .)

(O neckties.) Any col our which Nigel Rees rejects as unsuitable for his
trousers or jacket.

MAVI S ENDERBY (n.)



The al nost-conpletely-forgotten girlfriend fromyour distant past for whom your
wife has a conpletely irrational jealousy and hatred.

MEATH (adj.)

Warm and very slightly clamy. Descriptive of the texture of your hands after
the automatic drying machine has turned itself off, just danmp enough to nmeke it
enbarrassing if you have to shake hands with soneone i medi ately afterwards.
MEATHOP (n.)

One who sets off for the scene of an aircraft crash with a picnic hanper.

MEETH (n.)

Sonet hi ng whi ch American doctors will shortly tell us we are all suffering from

MELCOVBE REG S (n.)

The nane of the style of decoration used in cocktail |ounges in nock Tudor
hotels in Surrey.

MELLON UDRI GLE (n.)
The ghastly sound nmade by traditional folksingers.
MELTON CONSTABLE (n.)

A patent anti-winkle cream which policemen wear to keep thensel ves | ooking
young.

MEMPHI S (n.)

The little bits of yellow fluff which get trapped in the hinge of the w ndscreen
wi pers after polishing the car with a new duster

M LWAUKEE (n.)

The nel odi ous whistling, chanting and humring tone of the m | waukee can be heard
whenever a public lavatory is entered. It is the way the occupants of the
cubi cl es have of telling you there's no lock on their door and you can't cone
in.

M NCHI NHAMPTON (n.)

The expression on a man's face when he has just zipped up his trousers without
due care and attention

MOFFAT (n. tailoring term

That part of your coat which is designed to be sat on by the person next of you
on the bus.

MOLESBY (n.)

The kind of famly that drives to the seaside and then sits in the car with al
the wi ndows cl osed, reading the Sunday Express and wearing sidcups (g.V.)

MONKS TOFT (n.)

The bundl e of hair which is left after a nonk has been tonsured, which he keeps
tired up with a rubber band and uses for chasing ants away.



MOTSPUR (n.)

The fourth wheel of a supernmarket trolley which | ooks identical to the other
tree but renders the trolley conpletely uncontroll able.

MO | RANA | magi ne being on a vacation, and it's raining all the time, you are
driving and the kids are making you a nervous weck. Well you are definitive in
Mo i Rana.

MUGEARY (n. nedical)

The substance from which the unpleasant little yellow globules in the corners of
a sl eepy person's eyes are nmde.

MUNDERFI ELD (n.) A neadow sel ected, whilst driving past, as being ideal for a
picnic which, froma sitting position, turns out to be full of stubble, dust and
cowpats, and al nost inpossible to enjoy yourself in.

NAAS (n.)

The wi nenaki ng regi on of Al bania where nbost of the wine that people take to
bottl e-parties conmes from

NACTI ON (n.)
The 'n' with which cheap advertising copywiters replace the word "and" (as in

"fish 'n" chips', "mx 'n" match', 'assault 'n' battery'), in the m staken
belief that this is in some way chumy or endeari ng.

NAD (n.)

Measure defined as the distance between a driver's outstretched fingertips and
the ticket machine in an automatic car-park. 1 nad = 18.4 cm

NANHORON (n. nedical)

A tiny valve concealed in the inner ear which enables a deaf grandnother to
converse quite normally when she feels like it, but which excludes conpletely
anything that sounds like a request to help with laying the table.

NANTW CH (n.)

A late-night snack, invented by the Earl of Nantw ch, which consists of the
danpest thing in the fridge, pressed between two of the driest things in the
fridge. The Earl, who lived in a flat in Clapham invented the nantwich to avoid
having to go shoppi ng.

NAPLES (pl.n.)

The tiny depression in a piece of Ryvita.

NASEBY (n.)

The stout netal instrunent used for clipping |abels on to exhibits at flower
shows.

NAUGATUCK (n.)

A plastic sachet contai ning shanpoo, polyfilla, etc., which is inpossible to
open except by off the corners.

NAZEI NG (participial vb.)



The rat her unconvinci ng noi ses of pretended interest which an adult has to nmake
when brought a small dull object for admiration by a child.

NEEN SOLLARS (pl.n.)

Any ensenbl e of especially unflattering and particular garnents worn by a woman
which tell you that she is right at the forefront of fashion

NEMPNETT THRUBWELL (n.)

The feeling experienced when driving off for the frist time on a brand new
not or bi ke.

NETHER POPPLETON (n. obs.)

A pair of P.J.Proby's trousers.

NOTTAGE (n.)

Nottage is the collective name for things which you find a use for i mediately
after you've thrown them away. For instance, your greenhouse has been cluttered
up for years with a huge piece of cardboard and great fronds of gardening
string. You at last decide to clear all this stuff out, and you burn it. Wthin
twenty-four hours you will urgently need to wap a |large parcel, and suddenly
remenber that luckily in your greenhouse there is sonme cardb..

NUBBOCK ( n.)

The kind of person who has to | eave before a party can relax and enjoy itself.
NOTBOURNE (n.)

In a choice between two or nore possible puddings, the one nobody plunps for.
NYBSTER (n.)

Sort of person who takes the lift to travel one floor.

OCKLE (n.)

An el ectrical switch which appears to be off in both positions.

OSBASTON (n.)

A point made for the seventh tinme to sonmebody who insists that they know exactly
what you nean but clearly hasn't got the faintest idea.

OSHKOSH (n., vb.)

The noi se nade by sonmeone who has just been grossly flattered and is trying to
meke |ight of it.

OSSETT (n.)
Afrilly spare-toilet-roll-cosy.
OSWALDTW STLE (n. O d Norse)

Smal | brass wind instrunment used for summoning Vikings to lunch when they're off
on their | ongships, playing.

OBWESTRY (abs.n.)



Bl oody-m nded determ nation on part of a storyteller to continue a story which
both the teller and the listeners know has becone desperately tedious.

OUGHTERBY (n.)

Sonmeone you don't want to invite to a party but whom you know you have to as a
matter of duty.

OUNDLE (vb.)

To wal k al ong | eani ng sideways, with one armhanging |linp and draggi ng one | eg
behind the other. Mdst commpnly used by actors in amateur production of Richard
Ill, or by people carrying a heavy suitcase in one hand.

OZARK (n.)

One who offers to help just after all the work has been done.

PABBY (n.,vb.)

(Fencing term) The play, or nmmnoeuvre, where one swordsnman | eaps on to the
table and pulls the battl eaxe off the wall.

PANT- Y- WACCO (adj .)
The final state of mind of retired colonel before they conme to take him away.
POPCASTLE (n.)

Sonet hing drawn or nodelled by a snall child which you are supposed to know wait
it is.

PAPPLE (vb.)
To do what babies do to soup with their spoons.
PAPWORTH EVERARD (n.)

Technical termfor the third take of an orgasm scene during the naking of a
pornographic film

PEEBLES (pl.n.)
Smal |, carefully rolled pellets of skegness (q.v.)

PELUTHO (n.) A South Anerican ball ganme. The balls are whacked against a brick
wall with a stout wooden bat until the prisoner confesses.

PEN- TRE- TAFARN- Y- FEDW (n.)

Wel sh word which literally translates as 'l eaking-biro-by-the-glass-hole-of-the-
cl er k- of -t he- bank- has- been-t aken-t o- anot her - pl ace-1 eavi ng- onl y-t he-speci al -

i nkwel | - and-t hree-inches-of-tin-chain’

PEORI A (n.)

The fear of peeling too few potatoes.

PERCYHORNER (n.)

(English public-school slang). A prefect whose duty it is to surprise new boys
at the urinal humiliate themin a manner of his choosing.



PERRANZABULCE (n.)

One of those spray things used to wet ironing wth.
PEVENSEY (n. archaic)

The right to collect shingle fromthe king's foreshore.
Pl DDLETRENTHI DE (n.)

A trouser stain caused by a w nbledon (g.v.). Not to be confused with a botley
(g.v.)

PI MLI CO (n.)

Smal | odd-shaped piece of plastic or curious nmetal conponent found in the bottom
of kitchen rummge-drawer when spring-cleaning or |ooking for Sell otape.

Pl MPERNE (n.)

One of those rubber nodul es found on the underneath side of a |avatory seat.

Pl TLOCHRY (n.)

The background gurgling noise heard in Wnby Bars caused by people trying to get
the | ast bubbles out of their mlkshakes by slurping loudly through their
straws.

PI TSLI GO (n.)

Part of traditional mating rite. During the first hot day of spring, all the nen
in the tube start giving up their seats to | adi es and staphangi ng. The purpose
of pitsligo is for themto denonstrate their nanhood by displ ayi ng the wet

pat ches under their arns.

PLEELEY (adj.)

Descriptive of a drunk person's attenpt to be endeari ng.

PLYMOUTH (vb.)

To relate an anusing story to sonmeone without renenbering that it was they who
told it to you in the first place.

PLYMPTON (n.)
The (pointless) knob on top of a war nenorial .
PODE HOLE (n.)

A hole drilled in chipboard lavatory walls by honpsexuals for any one of a
nunber of purposes.

POGES (pl.n.)

The | unps of dry powder that renmin after cooking a packet soup
POLBATHI C (adj .)

Gfted with ability to mani pulate taps using only the feet.

POLLOCH (n.)



One of those tiny ribbed-plastic and alumniumfoil tubs of mlk served on
trains enabling you to carry one safely back to you conpartnent where your |egs
in confort trying to get the bl oody things open

POLPERRO (n.)

A pol perro is the ball, or nuff, of soggy hair found clinging to bath overfl ow
hol es.

POONA (n.)

Satisfied grunting noise nade when sitting back after a good neal .

POTT SHRI GLEY (n.)

Dried remai ns of a week-old casserole, eaten when extrenely drunk at two a. m
PUDSEY (n.)

The curious-shaped flat wads of dough left on a kitchen table after sonmeone has
been cutting scones out of it.

QUABBS (pl.n.)

The substances which enmerge when you squeeze a bl ackhead.

QUALL (vb.)

To speak with the voice of one who requires another to do sonething for them
QUEDGELEY (n.)

A rabidly left-wing politician who can afford to be that way because he nmarried
a mllionairess.

QUEENZI EBURN (n.)
Sonet hi ng that happens when people nmake it up after an aggl ethorpe (q.v.)
QUENBY (n.)

A stubborn spot on a wi ndow which you spend twenty minutes trying to clean off
before discovering it's on the other side of the glass.

QUERRI N (n.)

A person that no one has ever heard of who unaccountably manages to neke a
living witing prefaces.

QUOYNESS (n.)
The hat eful ness of words like 'relionus' and 'easiephit'.
RAMSGATE (n.)

Al institutional buildings nust, by law, contain at |east twenty ransgates.
These are doors which open the opposite way to the one you expect.

RANFURLY (adj.)

Fashion of trying ties so that the long thin end underneath dangl es bel ow the
short fat upper end.



RECULVER (n.)
The sort of remark only ever nmade during Any Questions.
RI PON (vb.)

(O literary critics.) To include all the best jokes fromthe book in the review
to make it look as if the critic thought of them

ROCHESTER (n.)

One who is able to gain occupation of the arnrest on both sides of their cinenmn
or aircraft seat.

ROYSTON (n.)

The man behind you in church who sings with terrific gusto alnost tree quarters
of a tone off the note.

RUNCORN (n.)

A peeble (qg.v.) which is larger that a bel per (g.v.)

SADBERCE (n.)

A violent green shrub which is ground up, mxed with twigs and gel ati ne and
served with clonmult (q.v.) and buldoo (g.v.) in a container referred to for no
known reason as a 'relish tray'.

SAFFRON WALDEN (n.)

To spray the person you are talking to with hal f-chewed breadcrunbs or small
pi eces of whitebait.

SAVERNAKE (vb.)

To sew nunicipal crests on to a windcheater in the belief that this will nake
the wearer appear cosnopolitan

SCAMBLEBY (n.)
A smal|l dog which resenbles a throw-rug and appears to be dead.
SCETHROG (n.)

One of those peculiar beards-w thout-nmustaches worn by religious Bel gi ans and
Anerican scientists which help themlook like trolls.

SCONSER (n.)

A person who | ooks around then when talking to you, to see if there's anyone
nmore interesting about.

SCOPW CK (n.)

The flap of skin which is torn off you lip when trying to snmoke an unti pped
cigarette.

SCORRI ER (n.)

A small hunting dog trained to snuffle anongst your private parts.



SCOSTHROP (vb.)

To nmake vague opening or cutting novenents with the hands when wandering about

| ooking for a tin opener, scissors, etc. in the hope that this will help in sone
way.

SCRABBY (n.) A curious-shaped duster given to you by your nother which on closer
i nspection turns out to be half an underpant.

SCRABSTER (n.)

One of those dogs which has it off on your leg during tea.
SCRAMOGE (vb.)

To cut oneself whilst licking envel opes.

SCRANTON (n.)

A person who, after the declaration of the bodmn (g.v.), always says,'... But |
only had the tomato soup.

SCRAPTOFT (n.)

The absurd flap of hair a vain and bal ding man grows | ong above one ear to conb
it to the other ear.

SCREEB (n.)
To nmake the noise of a nylon anorak rubbing against a pair of corduroy trousers.
SCREGGAN (n. banki ng)

The crossed-out bit caused by people putting the wong year on their cheques al
t hrough January.

SCREMBY (n.)

The dehydrated felt-tip pen attached by a string to the 'Don't Forget' board in
the kitchen which has never worked in living nmenory but which no one can be
bothered to throw away.

SCROGGS (n.)

The stout pubic hairs which protrude from your hel ping of noussaka in a cheap
Greek restaurant.

SCRONKEY (n.)

Sonething that hits the window as a result of a violent sneeze.
SCULLET (n.)

The | ast teaspoon in the washing up.

SEATTLE (vb.)

To nmeke a noise like a train going al ong.

SHALUNT (n.)

One who wears Trinidad and Tobago T-shirts on the beach in Bali to prove they
didn't just win the holiday in a conpetition or anything.



SHANKLI N (n.)
The hoop of skin around a single slice of salam.
SHENANDOAH (n.)

The infinite snmugness of one who knows they are entitled to a place in a nuclear
bunker.

SHEPPY (n.)

Measure of distance (equal to approximately seven eighths of a nile), defined as
the cl osest distance at which sheep remain picturesque.

SHI FNAL (n.,vb.)

An awkward shuffling wal k caused by two or nore people in a hurry accidentally
getting into the same segnent of revolving door. A simlar effect is achieved by
peopl e entering three-1egged races unwi sely joined at the neck instead of the
ankl es.

SHI RVERS (pl.n.)

Tall young nmen who stand around sniling at weddings as if to suggest that they
know t hey bride reather well.

SHOEBURYNESS (abs.n.) The vague unconfortable feeling you get when sitting on a
seat which is still warm from sonebody el se's bottom

SHRI VENHAM (n.)

One of Germmine Greer's used-up |overs.

SI DCUP (n.)

One of those hats made fromtying knots in the corners of a handkerchief.
SILESI A (n. nedical)

The inability to remenber, at the critical noment, which is the better side of a
boat to be seasick off.

SILLOTH (n.)

Sonet hing that was sticky, and is now furry, found on the carpet under the sofa
the norning after a party.

SIMPRIM (n.)

The little nmovenment of false nbodesty by which a girl with a cavernous visible
cl eavage pulls her skirt down over her knees.

SI TTI NGBOURNE (n.)

One of those conversions where both people are waiting for the other one to shut
up so they can get on with their bit.

SKEGNESS (n.)
Nose excreta of a mmll eabl e consistency.

SKELLOW (adj .)



Descriptive of the satisfaction experienced when |ooking at a really good dry-
stone wal | .

SKENFRI TH (n.)

The flakes of athlete's foot found inside socks.

SKETTY (n.)

Apparently self-propelled little dance a beer glass perforns in its own puddle.
SKI BBEREEN (n.)

The noi se nade by a sunburned thighs | eaving plastic chair.

SLI GO (n.)

An unnamed and exotic sexual act which people like to believe that famus fil ns
stars get up to in private. 'To commt slingo.

SLOGARI E (n.)

Hi I | wal ki ng di al ect for the seven nmil|les of conceal ed rough noorland which lie
bet ween what you though was the top of the hill and what actually is.

SLUBBERY (n.)

The gooey drips of wax that dribble down the sides of a candle so bel oved by
Italian restaurants with Chianti bottles instead of wall paper.

SLUGGAN (n.)

A lurid facial bruise which everyone politely omits to nention because it's
obvi ous that you had a punch-up with your spouse |ast night - but which into a
door. It is useless to volunteer the true explanation because nobody will
believe it.

SLUMBAY (n.)

The cigarette end someone discovers in the mouthful of |ager they have just
swigged froma can at the end of party.

SMARDEN (vb.)

To keep your mouth shut by smiling determ nedly through you teeth. Smardening is
| argely used by people trying to give the inpression that they're enjoying a
story they've heard at l|least six tinmes before.

SMEARI SARY (n.)

The correct nane for a junior apprentice greengrocer whose main duty is to
arrange the fruit so that the bad side is underneath. Fromthe nanme of a
character not in Dickens.

SNEEM (n.,vb.)

Particular kind of frozen snle bestowed on a small child by a parent in nixed
conmpany when question, 'Munmy, what's this?" appears to require the answer,'
Er...it's a rubber johnny, darling'

SNI TTER (n.)



One of the rather unfunny newspaper clippings pinned to an office wall, the
hunour of which is supposed to derive fromthe fact that the headline contains a
nane simlar to that of one of the occupants to the office.

SNI TTERBY (n.)

Sonmeone who pins snitters (g.v.) on to snitterfields (g.v.) and is al so
suspected of being responsible for the extinction of virginstows (qg.v.)

SNI TTERFI ELD (n.)

O fice noticeboard on which snitters (qg.v.), cards saying 'You don't have to be
mad to work here, but if you are it helps !!!" and slightly snutty postcards
fromlbiza get pinned up by snitterbies (q.v.)

SOLENT (adj .)

Descriptive of the state of serene self-know edge reached through drink

SOTTERLEY (n,)

Uncovered bit between two shops with awni ngs, which you have to cross when it's
raining.

SPI TTAL OF GLENSHEE (n.)

That which has to be cleaned off castle floors in the norning after a bagpipe
contest or vanpire attack.

SPCFFORTH (vb.)
To tidy up a roombefore the cleaning |ady arrives.
SPROSTON GREEN (n.)

The violent colour of one of N gel Rees's jackets, worn when he thinks he's
bei ng el egant.

STEBBI NG (n.)
The erection you cannot conceal because you're not wearing a jacket.
STCKE POGES (n.)

The tapping monents of an index finger on glass nade by a person futilely
attenpting to comunicate with either a tropical fish or a post office clerk

STURRY (n.,vh.)

A token run. Pedestrians who have chosen to cross a road imediately in front of
an approachi ng vehicle generally give a little wave and break into a sturry.
This gives the inpression of hurrying wthout having any practical effect on
their speed what soever.

SUTTON and CHEAM (nouns)

Sutton and cheam are the kinds of dirt into which all dirt is divided. 'Sutton
is the dark sort that always gets on to light-coloured things, 'cheam the
light-coloured sort that clings to dark itenms. Anyone who has ever found Marnite
stains on a dress-shirt or seagull goo on a dinner jacket (a) knows all about
sutton and cheam and (b) is going to tome very curious dinner parties.

SWANAGE (pl.n.)



Swanage is the series of diversionary tactics used when trying to cover up the
exi stence of a glossop (g.v.) and may include (a) uttering a high-pitched | augh
and pointing out of the window (NB. this doesn't work nore that twice); (b)
sneezing as loudly as possible and wi ping the glossop off the table in the sane
movenent as whi ppi ng out your handkerchief; (c) saying 'Christ! | seen to have
dropped sone shit on your table' (very unwise); (d) saying 'Christ, who did
that?' (better) (e) pressing your elbow on the glossop itself and working your
arms slowy to the edge of the table; (f) leaving the glossop where it is but
nmoving a plate over it and putting up with sitting at an unconfortable angle the
rest of the neal; or, if the glossop is in too exposed a position, (g) |eaving
it there unremarked except for the occasional hunorous gl ance.

SWANI BOST (adj . )

Conpl ete shagged out after a hard day having income tax explained to you
SYMOND' S YAT (n.)

The little spoonful inside the |lid of a recently opened boil ed egg.
TABLEY SUPERI OR (n.)

The | ook directed at you in a theatre bar in the interval by people who' ve
al ready got their drinks.

TAVPA (n.)

The sound of a rubber eraser conming to rest after dropping off a desk in a very
qui et room

TAROOM (vb.)
To nmeke | oud noises during the night to let the burglars know you are in.
TEGUCI GALPA (n.)

An enbarrassing m stake arising out of confusing the shape of sonething rather
rude with sonmething perfectly ordinary when groping for it in the darkness. A
comon exanpl e of a tegucigalpa is when a woman pulls a packet of Tanpax out of
her bag and offers them around under the inpression that it is a carton of
cigarettes.

THEAKSTONE (n.)

Anci ent mad tranp who jabbers to hinself and swears |oudly and obscenely on
station platforns and traffic islands.

THROCKI NG (participial vb.)

The action of continually pushing down the | ever on a pop-up toaster in the hope
that you will thereby get it to understand that you want it to toast sonething.
Al so: a style of drumplaying favoured by Nigel O sson of the Elton John Band,
rem ni scent of the sound of soneone slapping a frankfurter against a bucket. An
excel l ent exanple of this is to be heard on ' Someone Save My Life Tonight' from
the al bum Captain Fantastic and the Brown Dirt Cowboy.

THROUCKMORTON (n. )

The soul of a departed nmadman: one of those now known to inhabit the tinming
mechani sm of pop-up toasters.

THRUVBTRER (n.)



The irritating man next to you in a concert who thinks he's (a) the conductor
(b) the brass section.

THRUPP (vb.)

To hold a ruler on one end on a desk and nake the other end go
bbddbbddbbrrbrrrrddrr.

THURNBY (n.)

A rucked-up edge of carpet or linoleum which everyone says someone will trip
over and break a leg unless it gets fixed. After a year or two soneone trips
over it and breaks a |eg.

TI BSHELF (n.)

Criss-cross wooden construction hung on a wall in a teenage girl's bedroom which
is covered with glass banbi es and poodl es, matchi ng pigs and porcelain ponies in
vari ous postures.

TIDPIT (n.)

The corner of a toenail fromwhich satisfying little black deposits may be
sprung.

TI GHARRY (n.)

The acconplice or '"lure' who gets punters to participate in the three card trick
on London streets by wi nning an inprobable amunt of nobney very easily.

TI LLI COULTRY (n.)

The man-to-man chunm ness adopted by an enployer as a prelude for telling an
enpl oyee that he's going to have to |et him go.

TI MBLE (vb.)

(O small nasty children.) To fail over very gently, |ook around to see who's
about, and then yell blue nurder.

TI NCLETON (n.)

A man who anuses hinmself in your lavatory by pulling the chain in mid-pee and
then seeing if he can finish before the flush does.

TINGRITH (n.)
The feeling of silver paper against your fillings.
TODBER (n.)

One whose idea of a good tinme is to stand behind his front hedge and give surly
nods to people he doesn't know.

TODDI NG (vb.)
The business of talking am ably and aimessly to the barnan at the |ocal.
TOLOB (n.)

A crease or fold in an underbl anket, the renpoval of which involves getting out
of bed an largely remaking it.



TOLSTACHAOLAI S (phr.)

VWhat the police in Leith require you to say in order to prove that you are not
drunk.

TOOTI NG BEC (n.)

A car behind which one draws up at the traffic lights and hoots at when the
lights go green before realising that the car is parked and there is no one
i nsi de.

TORLUNDY (n.) Narrow but thickly grimed strip of floor between the fridge and
the sink unit in the kitchen of a rented flat.

TORONTO (n.) Ceneric termfor anything which conmes out of a gush despite al

your careful efforts to let it out gently, e.g. flour into a white sauce, tomato
ketchup on to fried fish, sperminto a human being, etc.

TOTTERI DCGE (n.)

The ridicul ous two-inch hunch that people adopt when arriving late for the
theatre in the vain and futile hope that it will mnimse either the
enbarrassnment of the lack of visibility for the rest of the audience. c.f.
hi ckl i ng.

TRANTLEMORE (vb.) To make a noise like a train crossing a set of points.
TREWOFFE (n.)

A very thick and heavy drift of snow bal anced precariously on the edoge of a
door porch waiting for what it judges to be the correct nonent to fall. Fromthe
anci ent Greek | egend ' The Treewofe of Danocles'.

TRISPEN (n.) A formof intelligent grass. It grows a single, tough stalk and
mekes its home on lawns. When it sees the | awnnmower coming it |lies down and pops
up again after it has gone by.

TROSSACHS (pl.n.) The usel ess epaul ettes on an expensive raincoat.

TUAMGRANEY (n.) A hideous wooden ornanent that people hang over the mantel pi ece
to prove they' ve been to Africa.

TULSA (n.)
A slurp of beer which has accidentally gone down your shirt collar
TUMBY (n.)

The involuntary abdomi nal gurgling which fills the silence follow ng soneone
else's intimate personal revel ation

TWEEDSMUI R (col |l ective n.)

The nane given to the extensive collection of hats kept in the downstairs
| avatory which don't fit anyone in the famly

TWEMLOW GREEN (n.)

The col our of some of Nigel Rees's trousers, worn in the m staken belief that
they go rather well with his sproston green (g.v.) jackets.



TWOM LEBORRI S (n.) A popul ar Ease European outdoor game in which the first
person to reach the front of the nmeat queue wins, and the |osers have to forfeit
their bath plugs.

TYNE and WEAR (nouns)
The 'Tyne' is the small priceless or vital object accidentally dropped on the

floor (e.g. dianond tie clip, contact lens) and the 'wear' is the large
i movabl e object (e.g. Welsh dresser, car-crusher) that it shelters under

ULLAPOOL (n.)

The spittle which builds up on the floor of the Royal Opera House.
ULLI NGSW CK (n.)

An over-devel oped epiglottis found in m ddl e-aged col orat uras.
ULLOCK (n.)

The correct nane for either of the deaf Scandi navian tourists who are standing
two abreast in front of you on the escal ator.

UMBERLEI GH (n.)

The awful nonment which follows a dorchester (g.v.) when a speaker weighs up

whet her to repeat an amusing remark after nobody |aughed the last tinme. To be on
the horns of an unmberleigh is to wonder whether people didn't hear the remark

or whether they did hear it and just didn't think it was funny, which was why
somebody coughed.

UPOTTERY (n.)

That part of a kitchen cupboard which contains an unnecessarily |arge nunber of
mlk jugs.

UTTOXETER (n.)

A smal|l but imensely conpl ex nechani cal device which is essentially the 'brain
of a nodern coffee vendi ng machi ne, and which enables the nachine to take its
own deci si ons.

VALLETTA (n.)

On ornate head-dress or | oose garnent worn by a person in the belief that it
renders then invisibly native and not like a tourist at all. People who don huge
colonial straw collie hats with 'l Luv Lagos' on themin N geria, or fat
solicitors from Tonbridge on holiday in Malaya who insist on appearing in the
hotel |obby wearing a sarong know what we're on about.

VANCOUVER (n.)

The technical nanme for one of those huge trucks with whirling brushes on the
bottom used to clean streets.

VENTNOR (n.) One who, having been visited as a child by a nysterious gypsy | ady,
is gifted with the strange power of being able to operate the air-nozzl es above
aeropl ane seats.

VI RGI NSTOW (n.)

A Durex nmachine which doesn't have the phrase 'So was the Titanic' scrawl ed on
it. The word has now fallen into disuse.



VOBSTER (n.)

A strain of perfectly healthy rodent which devel ops cancer the nmonent it enter a
| aboratory.

WARLEGGAN (n. archai c)

One who does not approve of araglins (q.v.)

WATH (n.)

The rage of Roy Jenkins.

WEEM (n.)

The tools with which a dentist can inflict the greatest pain. Formerly, which
tool this was dependent upon the inmagination and skill of the individua

dentist, though now, with technol ogi cal advances, weens can be bought specially.

VEMBLEY (n.)

The hi deous nonent of confirnmation that the disaster presaged in the ely (g.v.)
has actually struck.

VENDENS AMBO (n.)

(Veterinary term) The operation to trace an object swallowed by a cow through
all its seven stomachs. Hence, also (1) en expedition to discover where the
exits are in the Barican Centre, and (2) a search through the conpl ete works of
Chaucer for all the rude bits.

WEST W TTERI NG (participial vb.)

The uncontrollable tw tching which breaks out when you're trying to get away
fromthe nost boring person at a party.

VETWANG (n.)

A noi st penis.

VWHAPLODE DROVE (n.)

A homi cidal golf stroke
VWHASSET (n.)

A business car in you wallet belonging to soneone whom you have no recollection
of neeting.

VWHI SSENDI NE (n.)

The nose which occurs (often by night) in a strange house, which is too short
and too irregular for you ever to be able to find out what it is and where it
comes from

W DDI COMBE (n.)

The sort of person who inpersonates tri m phones.

W GAN (n.)



If, when talking to sonmeone you know has only one leg, you're trying to treat
then perfectly casually and normally, but find to your horror that your
conversion is liberally studded with references to (a) Long John Silver, (b)
Hopal ong Cassidy, (c) The Hockey Cokey, (d) 'putting your foot init', (e) 'the
| ast | eg of the UEFA conpetition', you are said to have committed a wi gan. The
word is derived fromthe fact that sub-editors at | TN used to nanage to nention
the nane of either the town Wgan, or Lord Wgg, in every fourth script that
Regi nal d Bosanquet was given to read.

W KE (vb.)

To rip a piece of sticky plaster off your skin as fast as possible in the hope
that it will (a) show how brave you are, and (b) not hurt.

W LLI MANTI C (adj .)
Of a person whose hearth is in the wong place (i.e. between their |egs).
W MBLEDON (n.)

That last drop which, no matter how rmuch you shake it, always goes down your
trouser | eg.

W NKLEY (n.)

A | ost object which turns up i mMmediately you' ve gone and bought a repl acenent
for it.

W NSTON- SALEM (n. )

A person in a restaurant who suggest to their conpanions that they should split
the cost of the neal equally, and then orders two packets of cigarettes on the
bill.

W VENHOE (n.)

The cry of alacrity with which a sprightly eighty-year-old breaks the ice on the
| ake when going for a swimon Christnmas Eve.

WOKI NG (participial vb.)
Standi ng in the kitchen wondering what you cane in here for.
WOOL FARDI SHWORTHY (n. )

A munbl ed, m spronounced or misheard word in a song, speech or play. Derived
fromthe well-known nmunbl es passage in Hanl et

...and the spurns,
That patient nerit of the unworthy takes
When he hinsel f mght his quietus make
Wth a bare bodkin? Who wool fardi swort hy
To grunt and sweat under a weary life?

WORGRET (n.)

A kind of poltergeist which specialises in stealing new copies of the A-Z from
your car.

WORKSOP (. )



A person who never actually gets round to doing anything because he spends al
his time witing out |ists headed 'Things to Do (Urgent)'.

WORMELOW TUMP (1. )

Any sevent een-year-old who doesn't know about anything at all in the world other
than bicycle gears.

WRABNESS (n.)

The feeling after having tried to dry oneself with a danp towel.
VWRI TTLE (vb.)

O a steel ball, to settle into a hole.

WROOT (n.)

A short little berk who thinks that by pulling on his pipe and gazing shrewdly
at you he will give the inpression that he is infinitely wise and 5 ft 11 in.

WYOM NG (participial vb.)

Moving in hurried desperation fromone cubicle to another in a public lavatory
trying to find one which has a | ock on the door, a seat on the bowl and no brown
steaks on the seat.

YADDLETHORPE (vb.)

(O of fended pooves.) To exit huffily froma boutique.

YARMOUTH (vb.)

To shout at foreigners in the belief that the | ouder you speak, the better
they'll understand you.

YATE (n.)

Di shearteningly white piece of bread which sits linply in a pop-up toaster
during a protracted throcking (g.v.) session

YEPPOON (n.)

One of the hat-hangi ng corks which Australians wear for nmeking Qantas
comerci al s.

YESNABY (n.)

A 'yes, naybe' which neans 'no

YONDER BOGQ NE (n.)

The kind of restaurant advertised as 'just three minutes fromthis cinema' which
clearly nobody ever goes to and, even if they had ever contenplated it, have
certainly changed their mnd since seeing the advert.

YONKERS (n.)

(Rare.) The conmbined thrill of pain and shame when bei ng caught in public
pl ucki ng your nostril-hairs and stuffing theminto your side-pocket.

YORK (vb.)



To shift the position of the shoul der straps on a heavy bag or rucksack in a
vain attenpt to make it seemlighter. Hence : to |laugh falsely and heartily at
an unfunny remark. 'Jasmine yorked politely, loathing himto the depths of her
being' - Virginia Wolf.

ZEAL MONACHORUM (n.)

(Skiing term) To ski with 'zeal nonachorum is to descend the top three
quarters of the nountain in a quivering blue funk, but on arriving at the gentle
bit just in front of the restaurant to whizz to a stop like a victorious slalom
chanpi on.



